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SOME 


MLS TAXK E S 
or 
Mr. FOHNSONS's 
NOTED and RECTIFIED. 


Am ſenſible, that it is a very diſpleaſing 
Thing, to undertake a Diſcovery of the 
Miſconceptions of a Writer, upon any 
Subject. And, that there are but Few, 


who have Temper enough to bear with an 


Examination of what they publiſh, without at 


leaſt ſome Degree of undue Reſentment, Not- 


withſtanding; I ſhall always think myſelf at 
full Liberty, to animadvert upon, and point 
out the Miſtakes of any Author, even though 


he is my Friend, provided I am not guilty of 


Indecency, in my Manner of doing it. And, 
B I hope 


—_ 
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I hope to have ſuch a Guard upon myſelf, in 
the following Lines, as not to give Occaſion for 
a juſt Cenſure of Unfairneſs and Diſingenuity, 
much lefs of Rancour and Indecency: And 
ſuch Freedom I will allow any one to take 
with me. I have often obſerved, that our 
Miſtakes, on many Subjects, ariſe from a par- 
tial Conſideration of the Matter of our Inqui- 
ries. For want of examining a Doctrine, in 
every Point of Light, wherein it is to be view- 
ed, we many Times form very miſtaken Con- 
ceptions concerning it, and fall into ſuch No- 
tions, relating to the Subject of our Diſquiſiti- 
ons, as are, by no means, defenfible. Unleſs 
I am greatly deceived, unto this Cauſe are ow- 
ing, moſt of the Miſtakes of Mr. Jobnſon, in 
his Treatiſe, intitled : The Faith of God's Elect. 
Which may, chiefly, be ſummed up under the 
following Heads, or Poſitions, 


I. That Grace and Glory might have taken 
place upon God's Elect, on the Ground of 
Adoption, without the Intervention of Sin, 
and Salvation from it. 

II. That Adam was called earthy, in reſpect 
to his Mind, as well as his Body: Or that the 
Apoſtle called him earthy, in Relation to his 
Perſon, and Nature. 

III. That Grace in the Hearts of the Saints, 
is not a new Creature. | 

IV. That Faith, though it hath Activity, it 
is not an Act. 

V. That Faith is not, nor can be a Duty. 
wy VI. That 
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VI. That Faith is not purchaſed by Chriſt. 

VII. That Miniſters are not commiſſioned 
to preach the Law. 

VIII. That they are not to admoniſh Sin- 


ners to leave their Sins, and amend their 
Lives. 


I. Mr. Johnſon thinks, that Grace and Glory 
might have taken place upon God's Elect, on 
the Ground of Adoption, without the Inter- 
vention of Sin, and Salvation from it. Thus 
he ſpeaks: I cannot concerve any Reaſon, ac- 
cording to the original Conſtitution of Things, 
why Grace and Glory might not have taken place 
upon God's Elect, according to his everlaſting 
Love in Adoption, ſuppoſing Sin, or Salvation, 
has (had) never had a Being.* The Love of 
God to his People 1s from everlaſting, and ne- 
ver began, as it will be to everlaſting, and 
will never end. It is invariable, there is no 
Alteration in it, whatever Changes take place 
in them. It admits not of Increaſe, or Decreaſe. 


It is not of one Kind now, and of a different 


Kind hereafter. An Alteration in their State 
makes no Difference in Divine Love to their 
Perſons. In my humble Opinion, it may be 
thus defined, viz. A Will in God, ariſing from 
bis ſovereign and immenſe Goodneſs, to do them 
good, with infinite Delight, If this is a juſt 
Definition of the Love of God to the Perſons 
of his People, there can be no proper Reaſon 
to take Offence at aſſerting, that while they are 
we tr TAR be B 2 in 
Page 88, 89. ; | 


= * * 
2 4 r 
F 4 As. 

« 


» 
4H * — 
8 . 8 . 
n — 4 2% 4 - 


* "SE" r i * 
" pits: — 8 
: 3 Fe 


4 Some Miftakes of Mr. Johnſon's 

in a State of Unregeneracy, they are intereſted 
therein; nor the leaſt Neceſſity, to diſtinguiſh 
Divine Love, into a Love of Benevolence, and 
a Love of Delight. Becauſe, neither the Diſ- 
poſition, nor the Actions, of the Objects be- 
loved, come into Conſideration herein, but 
their Perſons only. When they are in a State 
of Unregeneracy, God approves not of their 
Diſpoſition, or their Actions, yet he loves their 
Perſons. And when they are regenerated, he 
approves of their Graces, and delights in their 
Exerciſe, and their ſpiritual Obedience 1s plea- 
ſing to him. But his Love to their Perſons 
doth not confiſt therein. It is quite diſtinct 
therefrom. And well it is for them, that it is. 
For, if it was-not, the Ruin even of the beſt of 
them, would be inevitable. This ſovereign, 
eternal, and invariable Love of God to his 
Elect, is the Origin of all their Felicity. 

That the Ele& were made the Sons of God 
in Predeſtination, is, I think, a certain Truth, 
and it is excellently explained by Dr. Godwin, 
on Eph. i. 5. That God may chuſe perfect 
Creatures, unto the everlaſting Enjoyment of 
himſelf, render them impeccable, by Super- 
creation-Grace, and make an Addition to their 
Happineſs, by farther Diſcoveries of his Per- 
fections to them, than that which they enjoy 
in their State by Creation, are Things un- 
queſtionable. For, thus it hath been his ſove- 
reign Pleaſure to proceed towards the holy An- 
gels, But to imagine, that, that Grace might 
take place upon the Elect in this World, and 


that 
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that Glory, which they will enjoy in the next, 
without the Intervention of Sin, and Salva- 
tion from it, is as great a Miſtake, as can be 
imagined, Nay, the Glory of the Angels 
themſelves had not been what it is, without 
the Intervention of Sin in Men, and Salvation 

from it. For, herein only is the Lord known, 
in the endearing Character of the God of Arr 
GRACE. In this Knowledge will confiſt the 
Summit of the Happineſs, both of Angels and 
the Church, for evermore. And I am reſolved 
to have no Diſpute with Mr. Johnſon, or any 
other Man, about Grace, -or Glory, whereof 
the Evangelical Revelation makes no Diſco- 
very. Men may, if they chuſe it, pleaſe 
themſelves with Thoughts of Grace and Glo- 
ry, that might have taken place on God's 
Ele, ' without the Being of Sin and Salvation 
from it ; but, I think, they muſt be at a Loſs, 
to determine what that Grace and Glory are. 
This I am ſure of, it cannot be the Grace of 
the Goſpel, nor that eternal Glory, unto which, 
God of his infinite Mercy calls his Elect. And, 
therefore, they ſhall never be the Matter of my 
Conteſt with any Man. 
1. Without the Intervention of Sin, Evan- 
gelical Grace could not have been exerciſed 
towards, nor taken place upon the Ele&. The 
Patience and Forbearance of God towards them 
while in a State of Rebellion againſt him, 
which, how great it is, no Tongue can expreſs, 


nor Mind conceive, had never been, if Sin 


had not overſpread our Nature. The Com- 
TORY 5 munication 
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munication of Holineſs to us, had not been an 
Act of ſovereign, and infinite Mercy, if we 
had not loſt our original Purity by Sin, rege- 
nerating Grace could not have taken place in 
the Ele, without their Apoſtaſy from God. 
If they had not become dead in Sin, the Ricbes 
of Divine Mercy, manifeſted in quickening 
them, would for ever have lain concealed. 
And, if Sin had not a Being, as an active 
Principle, in the Hearts of God's Elect, after 
their Regeneration and Converſion, how could 
the Kindneſs and Mercy of God have been ex- 
erciſed towards them, in paſſing by their nu- 
merous Provocations, in healing their Back- 
ſlidings, and in maintaining the good Work in 
their Souls, in Oppoſition to their impetuous 
and raging Luſts? Yea, without the Interven- 
tion of Sin, the whole Work of the Bleſſed 
Spirit, in enlightening, quickening, comfort- 
ing, ſanctifying, witneſſing, and eſtabliſhing 
them, had never been, or taken place in their 
Hearts. Which, next unto that of the Re- 
demption of our Perſons, by the Sufferings and 
Death of the Son of God, demands our Won- 
der and higheſt Praiſes. Beſides, if Sin had 
never been, God had not commended his Love 
to us in the Gift of Chriſt for us, to redeem us 
from our Iniquities, and fave our Souls from 
Deſtruction. The infinite Riches of Grace in 
pardoning us, would not have been diſplayed : 
Nor ſhould we have ever known the Grace of 
Chriſt, in the Character of a Redeemer, Who, 
though he was rich, yet for our ſakes became 775 

| that 
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that we through his Poverty might be made rich. 
The nobleſt Effect of Divine Love, and infi- 
nite Wiſdom, without the Intervention of Sin, 
could never have taken place, vig. our Re- 
demption by Chriſt, Which is the Wiſdom of 
God in a Myſtery, the hidden Wiſdom, which he 
ordained, before the World, to our Glory, Far- 
ther, without our Breach of the Covenant of 
Works, that wiſe and holy Conſtitution, could 
not have had that Honour done unto it, which 
it hath by our Lord's Subjection to it, and the 
exact Fulfilment of all its ſacred Precepts, in 
the Character of our Surety. We had never 
ſtood before God, our righteous judge, in a 
Righteouſneſs of infinite Value and Splendor, as 
now we do, if we had not been unrighteous in 
ourſelves. What Place would there have been, 
for the Grace of free Juſtification, by the Obe- 
dience of Chriſt, if we had retained the Per- 
fection of our Nature, and punctually obeyed 
the Law, in our own Perſons? None at all. 
Nor could the Beſtowment of eternal Life have 
been an Act of Juſtice, as well as an Act of 
Kindneſs and Grace, on any other Foun- 
dation, than that of the Imputation of the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt to us. The Reign 
of Grace, unto eternal Life, is through Righ- 
teouſneſs: Or the Juſtice of God is as clear- 
ly feen, in this Way of our enjoying ever- 
laſting Bliſs, as the exceeding Riches of his 
Kindneſs, and in no other could it be ſo. In 
a word, this Poſition entirely evacuates the 
whole Grace of the Goſpel. As to Favour, 


which 
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which Mr. Johnſon may think might have been 
extended towards the Elect, without the En- 
trance of Sin, it could not be that Grace, in 
any Branch of it, whereof the Goſpel is ſo 
glorious a Diſcovery. And, it is what God 
never intended to extend unto them, nor had 
the leaſt Place in the Divine Counſels. And, 


therefore, I will not have any Debate with 


him, or any other Perſon, about it: But am 


determined to be ſilent concerning it, as I will 
be of every other Thing, which is not reveal- 
ed. Since it is not Evangelical Grace, Mr. 


Jobnſon, and others with him, may exerciſe 


their Thoughts, as much as they pleaſe, con- 
concerning it, but I will not be ſo employed, 

2. That eternal Glory, unto which God 
calls his Elect, could not be enjoyed without 
the Intervention of Sin. The future Felicity 


of the Saints will very much conſiſt, in the per- 
fect Knowledge of God, and of Jeſus Chriſt, 


whom he hath ſent. And, therefore, therein, 


Reſpect muſt be had unto Salvation, from Sin, 
and its Conſequences, which was the impor- 
tant End of Chriſt's Miſſion. In the bliſsful 
World, we ſhall have clear Conceptions of the 
denn! Tranſactions of the Divine Perſons, and 


of thoſe mutual Obligations, they came under 


to each other, relating to our Recovery, and 
Happineſs. The Father, required Service of 
the moſt important and difficult Nature to be 
performed by Chriſt, as our Surety, and pro- 
miſed a glorious Reward on that Condition. 


Chriſt conſented to the Will of the Father, and 
thus 
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thus the Obligation was mutual between them. 
Chriſt became obliged to fulfill the Father's 
Will, by his own voluntary Engagement, and 
the Father, by his Promiſe to Chriſt, brought 
upon himſelf an Obligation to beſtow the Re- 
ward he promiſed; and, the Bleſſed Spirit un- 
dertook, in this federal Tranſaction, to reveal 
and apply to the Elect, what the Father pur- 
poſed, and Chriſt obtained. And, this Agree- 
ment on his Part brought an Obligation on him, 
to come into the Hearts of the Elect, and ope- 
rate in them, at the Will of the Father, and 
the Will of the Son. And, thus, as their En- 
gagements were mutual, their Obligations to 
each other are ſo. Now, as our Salvation was 
the grand Affair ſettled and ſecured, by theſe 
federal Tranſactions, between the Divine Per- 
ſons, it is moſt clear, that the Knowledge of 
this gracious Compact could not be comprized, 
in the future Glory of the Elect, without the 
Intervention of Sin. The Being of that is ne- 
ceſſarily ſuppoſed, in this everlaſting Cove- 
nant, which the Blood of it, obtains the Re- 
miſſion of, and that is Sin. And, therefore, 
if diſtin, clear, and perfect Conceptions of 
theſe mutual Engagements of the Divine Per- 
ſons, in our Favour, will be a Part of the Glo- 
ry, which the Saints, will poſſeſs, in Heaven, 
which ſurely no Chriſtian will deny; then, it 
muſt undeniably be granted, that without the 
Being of Sin, it was impoflible, that this Glo- 
ry, ſhould ever take place, in God's Elect: 
Again, the Divine Perfections, without the 

h C | Inter- 
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Intervention of Sin, could not poſſibly have 
been diſplayed, in ſuch a Manner, as they are, 
in our Salvation from it. Divine Sovereignty 
hath a molt illuſtrious Shine herein. It was 
the higheſt Act of Sovereignty to ordain the 
human Nature; unto a Union with the Divine, 
in the Perton of the Son of God. By Vertue 
of which Union, Chriſt, as Man, was inveſted 
with a Right to Dignity and Glory, far ſupe- 
tior to that which Angels, or Saints, will ever 
enjoy. Some per haps will ſay, this might have 
been, without a Purpoſe in God, to permit of 
the . of Sin. Be it ſo, that this was 
poſſible, yet, it is evident, that ſuch was not 
the Divine Intention; and, therefore, our 
Reatoning upon it, I think, to ſay no more, 
can an{wer no important End. 

But the Subject, which we are upon, will 
by no means permit our Thoughts to ſtop here. 
For, that is heavenly Glory, as it is a Percep- 
tion of the Diſplay of the Divine Attributes, in 
the Buſineſs of our Salvation, and, conſequent- 
ly, our Ideas muſt be carried farther. And, 
therefore, I add, Divine Sovereignty exerciſed 
itſelf, in a very eminent Manner, in determi- 
ning, that Chriſt, who was raiſed above the 
Condition of a mere Creature, by his perſonal 
Union with the Son of God, ſhould come un- 
der our Obligation to the Covenant of Works, 
obey it for us, bear our Guilt, ſuffer its Curſe, 
and endure the whole Puniſhment, our Crimes 
demerited. Thus Sovereignty provided the 
Victim, by which Divine Juſtice, was to be 

ſatisfied, 
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lacisfied, for our Sins. It was acted upon the 
greateſt Per ſonage, and its Reſolutions concern- 
ing him, for the full Manifeſtation of ittelf, 
were carried to the utmoſt Extent. Chriſt was 
the grandeſt Subject, the ſovereign Will of 
God could form any Purpoſes about, and his 
Determinations relating to him, are ſuch, as 
have no Parallel, nor pot lübly can have. As 
our Bleſſed Lord, the Subject, on whom this 
Divine Attribute exerciſed itſelf, was far ſupe- 
rior to all, in Greatneſs and Dignity; ſo the 
Reſolution of the abſolute Will of Ge od, was, to 
demand fuch Submiſſion from him, as never 
was, nor ever will be required of any Creature. 
Sovereignty firſt exalts him, as Man, unto the 
higheſt Glory, in a perſonal Union, with the 
Son of God, and then reſolves upon his dee 
Abaſcment. It made all Things bis in Right, 
and determined, that, for a Seaton, he ſhould 
not have any Thing in Poſſeſſion. 
Again, Grace, Kindneſs, and Mercy, have 
a moſt illuſtrious Diſplay, in this whole Bufi— 
nels, It was with a direct View to the Salva- 
tion and Happineſs of Criminals, that Sove- 
reignty in God, formed the Reſolutions above— 
mentioned, The Perſons, in whote Favour 
theſe Reſolutions were taken, had nothing to 
recommend them to. him. No Diſpoſition, 
whereof he could approve, and were incapable 
of performing any Actions, acceptable to him. 
And, therefore, Goodneſs, Grace, and Mercy, 
alone gave Riſe to thoſe amazing Purpoles. 
Whether, the Preeneſs, or the Abundance of 
C-2 Divine 
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Divine Grace, in this ſovereign Conſtitution, is 
moſt to be admired, perhaps, 1s not a Point to 
be determined by any Creature. However, 
both, I am ſure, demand our holy Adoration ; 
and will be the Matter of the higheſt Joy and 
Wonder, in the Saints, for evermore. 

Beſides, the Juſtice of God ſhines forth, in 
full Blaze, in this ſovereign Appointment. 
Divine Indignation againſt Sin is manifeſted, in 
the Perdition of apoſtate Spirits, and ſinful 
Men. But, in the Debaſement of the Son of 
God, and in the Inflition of Puniſhment on 
him for our Crimes, there is a far greater Diſ- 
covery of the Divine Reſentment againſt Sin, 
than there is, in that Penalty, which they will 
ſuffer unto Eternity. For, both the Dignity 
of Chriſt's Perſon, and the Intereſt, which he 
had, in the Loye of God, beyond all others, 
are to be taken into Conſideration, as well as 
the Weight of thoſe Sufferings, which he en- 
dured for our Sins; ail which taken together, 
ſhew the infinite Indignation of God, againſt 
moral Evil, unto the utmoſt. Which was not 
poſſible to be done in any other Way. 

Moreover, infinite Wiſdom is no leſs con- 
ſpicuous in this ſovereign ' Appointment. It 
became God, in pardoning Sin, and ſaving 
Sinners, to provide for the Honour of his Law, 
which is violated, and to ſecure the Rights of 
his offended Juſtice, as well as magnify the 
Riches of his Mercy. All which are fully 
and effectually done herein, The Law is mag- 
nified and made bonourable, and the Demands of 


Juſtice 
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Juſtice are anſwered by the Sufferings and Death 
of Chriſt, as our Surety. And, free, rich 
Mercy illuſtriouſly ſhines, in the Gift of Chriſt 
for us. It cannot be FF} that God, in our 
Salvation, connives at Evil, or makes Allow- 
ances for the moral Imperfections of his Crea- 
tures. He pardons their Iniquities indeed, but 
not without taking Vengeance on their ſinful In- 
ventions, and that moſt awfully, in the Perſon 
of our Saviour. And, what a wonderful Diſ- 
covery of Divine Wiſdom was there, in or- 
daining the human Nature unto a. perſonal 
Union with the Son of God, that it might be 
his own, in a peculiar Manner ? Hence, it was 
abſolutely at the Diſpoſal of his Divine Will, 
and under its Direction in all Things. And, 
therefore, it was impoſſible, that his human 
Will, in any Inſtance, ſhould act counter to 
his Divine Will. This, O this, is the deepeſt 
of all God's Deſigns! And all the infinitely 
holy Properties of his Nature, by this Conſti- 
tution, ſhine out in their full Splendor. This is 
that manfold Wiſdom of God, which aſtoniſhes 
Angels, and will fill the Church with raptu- 
rous Delight, in the Ages to come, Now, fu- 
ture Glory will conſiſt, in an immediate, clear, 
and perfect Viſion of the infinitely glorious Per- 
fetten of God, as they are thus diſplayed, in 
our Salvation. And, therefore, it muſt be a 
great Miſtake to think, that Glory, that is to 
tay, thus Glory, which the Goſpel is a Revela- 
tion ot, might have taken place upon the Elect, 
if Sin, and Salvation from it, had never had a 


Being. 
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Being. I fay now, as I ſaid before, concern- 
ing Grace, if Glory of another Kind is meant, 
than that which the Goſpel reveals, I will have 
no Concern with it, nor any Debate about it, 
with Mr. Johnſon, or any other Perſon. Let 
it be what it may, I dare ſay, that it never 
came into the Mind of God, to confer it on 
his Elect; and, therefore, I think myſelf fair- 
ly excuſable, in refuſing to attend unto the 
Conſideration of it. I ſuppoſe, that Mr, Fobn- 
ſon had in his Thoughts, the ſ-pra-lapfarian 
Way of ſtating the Doctrine of Election, and 
for want of conſidering the whole Decree of 
Election, as viewed in that Point of Light, he 
fell into this great Miſtake. Notwithſtanding, 
God, in that Decree, conſidered the Perſons, 
of whom he made Choice, unto the Fruition 
of himſelf, as umfallen; yet, his End, in that 
Choice, being the Diſplay of the Riches of his 
Mercy, his Will to permit the Entrance ot 
Sin, is neceſſarily ſuppoſed therein; becauſe 
without that, this End deſigned in their Electi- 
on could not be accompliſhed. And, there- 
fore, it is eaſy to obſerve, that though, in 
Election, God might view the Objects of that 
gracious Decree, as in the pure Maſs, yet he 
could not decree to confer that Grace and Glo- 
ry on them, which the Goſpel reveals, with- 
out a Will to permit the Being of Sin, and their 
Ruin, in Conſequence thereof. 

Theſe deep Things of God, I know, in our 
fad Times, are flighted by many Profeſſors, and 
conſidered as ſpeculative Notions, that are of 
no 
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no Moment at all. Which is not a favourable 
Symptom of their being made meet to be Par- 
takers of the Inheritance of the Saints in Light, 
I am certain, that if to Heaven they come, 
quite other Apprehenſions muſt take place in 
their Minds. For, without that, it is impoſ- 
ſible they ſhould ever unite with the Bleſſed, 
in adoring the Perſections of God, as they 
ſhine forth in theſe fablime, and myſterious 
Truths, to the holy Wonder, Joy, and Ado- 
ration of Angels, and Saints, unto Eternity, 
Seeing theſe Things are the Matter of my 
preſent Meditations, I cannot but take Notice 
of a Conjecture of the learned and ingenious 
Mr. Ray, which with great Modeſty, indeed, 
he delivers. But I think it is a very great 
Miſtake. He ſpeaks thus: And truly, I do 
not know, but that the Sins of the Bleſſed may be 
blotted out, even of their own Memories. — I am 
inclinable ſometimes to imagine, that the Soul 9 
Man can hardly be entirely happy, unleſs it be as 
it were dipped in Lethe. For every ſinful Action 
having a natural Turpitude in it, and being diſ- 
honourable, how can the Memory and Thought of 
it, but beget ſuch an ungrateful Paſſion as Shame, 
even to Eternity® * I can by no means concur 
with him in this Thought ; becauſe, if we 
ſhould ever forget that we were Sinners, we 
could not then retain a Remembrance of our 
Redemption from our Sins by the Blood of 
Chriſt. And, ſurely, that ſhall never be the 


Cale 
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Being. I fay now, as I ſaid before, concern- 
ing Grace, if Glory of ancther Kind is meant, 
than that which the Goſpel reveals, I will have 
no Concern with it, nor any Debate about it, 
with Mr. Johnſon, or any other Perſon. Let 
it be what it may, I dare ſay, that it never 
came into tne Mind of God, to confer it on 
his Elect; and, therefore, I think myſelf fair- 
ly excuſable, in refuſing to attend unto the 
Conſideration of it. I ſuppoſe, that Mr, Fobn- 
fon had in his Thoughts, the ſrpra-lapfarian 
Way of ſtating the Doctrine of Election, and 
for want of conſidering the whole Decree of 
Election, as viewed in that Point of Light, he 
fell into this great Miſtake. Notwithſtanding, 
God, in that Decree, conſidered the Perſons, 
of whom he made Choice, unto the Fruition 
of himſelf, as anfallen; yet, his End, in that 
Choice, being the Diſplay of the Riches of his 
Mercy, his Will to permit the Entrance of 
Sin, is neceflarily ſuppoſed therein ; becauſe 
without that, this End deſigned in their Ele&i- 
on could not be accompliſhed. And, there- 
fore, it is eaſy to obſerve, that though, in 
Election, God might view the Objects of that 
gracious Decree, as in the pure Maſs, yet he 
could not decree to confer that Grace and Glo- 
ry on them, which the Goſpel reveals, with- 
out a Will to permit the Being of Sin, and their 
Ruin, in Conſequence thereof. 

Theſe deep Things of God, I know, in our 
ſad Times, are flighted by many Profeſſors, and 
conſidered as ſpeculative ' Notions, that are of 


no 
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no Moment at all. Which is not a favourable 
Symptom of their being made meet to be Par- 
takers of the Inheritance of the Saints in Light, 
I am certain, that it to Heaven they come, 
quite other Apprehenſions muſt take place in 
their Minds. For, without that, it is impoſ- 
ſible they ſhould ever unite with the Bleſſed, 
in adoring the Perſections of God, as they 
thine forth in theſe fablime, and myſterious 
Truths, to the holy Wonder, Joy, and Ado- 
ration of Angels, and Saints, unto Eternity. 
Seeing theſe Things are the Matter of my 
preſent Meditations, I cannot but take Notice 
of a Conjecture of the learned and ingenious 
Mr. Ray, which with great Modeſty, indeed, 
he delivers. But I think it is a very great 
Miſtake. He ſpeaks thus: And truly, I do 
not know, but that the Sins of the Pleſed may be 
blotted out, even of their own Memories. — I am 
znclinable ſometimes to imagine, that the Soul 9 
Man can hardly be entirely happy, unleſs it be as 
it were dippea in Lethe. For every ſinful Action 
having a natural Turpitude in it, and being diſ- 
honourable, how can the Memory and Thought of 
it, but beget ſuch an ungrateful Paſſion as Shame, 
even to Eternity? * I can by no means concur 
with him in this Thought ; becauſe, if we 
ſhould ever forget that we were Sinners, we 
could not then retain a Remembrance of our 
Redemption from our Sins by the Blood of 
Chriſt, And, ſurely, that ſhall never be the 
| Caſe 

Of the Diſſolution of the World, p. 431, 432. | 


16 Some Miflakes of Mr. Johnſon's 


Caſe with the Bleſſed. If it ſhould, Heaven 
will not be that, which holy Souls expect to 
find it. It 1s true, that there is a natural Tur- 
pitude in Sin, and it is moſt diſhonourable ; 
but the ungrateful Paſſion of Shame, at the 
Remembrance of our Sins, will be prevented 
taking place in our Minds, by that View, which 
we ſhall then have, of the Glory, which re- 
dounds to God, in the Remiffion of them, thro' 
the Blood of his Son.  Doubtleſs, we ſhall al- 
ways be fully ſenſible, that Shame and Confu- 
ſion were our juſt Due, and that will excite in 
us adoring Thoughts of Divine Grace and 
Mercy, which, notwithſtanding, raiſed us un- 
to a State of Dignity and Bliſs. I am ſo far 
from aſſenting unto this Conjecture, that I am 
of the ſame Opinion with Dr. Owen, who ſays: 

Even the very Remembrance of Sin is feweet unto 
them, when they ſee God nfunt tely exalted and ad- 
mired in the Pardon thereof. * Not Sin in it- 
ſelf, no: Nor the Thought of our having 


committed Sin, God forbid, that any ſhould 


imagine this. But the Conſideration of the Be- 
ing of Sin, as an Occaſion of God's bringing 
infinite Glory to himſelf, in the Way of our 
Salvation from it. 

Mr. Jobnſon rightly obſerves, that Sin, in its 
own Nature, cannot poſſibly be of any Uſe to any 
Being. That it is what God hates; and it is 
what makes every Creature miſerable, where it 
tales place. And Sin alone makes Salvation 

_ needful: 
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need; ul : WWithout which no Salvation could have 
been. Theſe Things are true. It is certain, 
that no ſinful Act, as ſuch, can be productive 
{L 


of Good. The moit precious _ fits ſpring 


from the Crucilixion and Death of Chriſt. But 
thoic Benclits are not Effects ng from the 


Sin of the barbarors Jews, who crucified, and 


put him to Death, Fruits they are of wha 
Chriſt ſuffered ; but the ſinful Actions of t 

Jews, Which the ey put forth upon him in his 
nne had not the leaſt cauſal Influence 
in the Production of thoſe Fruits. They are 
the proper Effects of the wwe, and bly Conſti- 
tztion of God, of the MI. itter of his Suffer- 


ings, and of the infinite Di gnity of the Perſon 
of the Bleſſed Sufferer. So that the fintul Ac- 
tions of his Mardeters had no He ch at all, 


in the Production of the ha PPV LHedts of his 


Death. They wholly ſpring from that which 
he ſuffered, and not in the leaſt from the cri- 
minal Acts of thoſe by whom he did ſuffer, 
And though, upon the Commiſſion of Evil, 
great Humiliation, Self-abaſement, and Indig- 
nation againſt Sin, may ariſe in the Mind of a 
good Man, as they did in David, for Inſtance; 
yet, the ſinful Act, or Acts committed, have 
no Efficiency in producing thoſe good Effects. 
The Grace of God taking Occaſion, from the 
Sin committed, to operate on the Mind, in a 
Way ot holy, ſpiritual, and gracious Sönbikki⸗ 
on, . works theſe defirable- Effects. It 18 
not Sin, that humbles the Soul; but Divine 
Grace, effecting a proper Senſe of its evil Na- 
D ture 
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ture in the Mind, after the Commiſſion of it, 
lays the Soul low. We canno ul: too great 
Caution, in the Manner of expreſſing ouriclves 
on this Subject. Perhaps, ſome have not been 


lo wary, as might be withed, in their Modo of 


ſpeaking on it; and Expreſſions rav have 
dropped from them, which ate capable of an 
20 Conſtruction, (which ought always to be 
avoided) though their Meaning was geed and 
ſound, This by the bye. Thele Things, tho 
true, do not at all ſerve that Purpole, tor 
which Mr. Johnſon urges them, vis. to prove, 
that Grace and Glory might have taken place 
upon the Elect, if Sin had never hid a Being. 
For, what though Sin hath no cauſal Influence 
into that Grace and Glory, which are conſerred 
on God's Elect, as the Effect of his moſt Holy, 
wiſe, and gracious Counſels? it don't therefore 
follow, that, that Grace, and that Glory, which 
they do, and ſhall receive, might have been 
communicated to them, without the Interven- 
tion of Sin. This is ſo plain a Point, that I 
will not affront the Underſtanding of the 
Reader, by attempting any farther the Proof of 
it. This I muſt ſay upon the Whole, thut I 
do not know, that he could poſſibly have fallen 
into a greater Miſtake on the Subject, than this 
Poſition contains. Of that thus tar. I pro- 
ceed to the next, 

II. That Aden was called eart/y, in Reſpect 
to his Mind, as well as his Body: Or, that 
the Apoſtle calls him earthy, in Relation to his 
Perſon, and Nature. His Words are theſe: 


But 
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But this Hlclinaſi wrought in Creation, ſub/iſted 
in the earthy an; and rould only be ſuch a Ne- 
ſer -11atice of aud Nearnefs to Cd, as an carthy 
"ature Was cape we of, * I think, that by the 
Nature of Adam, Mr. Johnſon muſt mean, not 
his Body, in a difliif Conſideration from his 
mntelleffual Part. but his Perion, as conſtitu- 
ted Gi beth. It his Meaning is only this, that 
diam is called the earthy Man, with E. rg 
t his Bod, in Diſtinction from his Mind, his 
i.caloning, on the Place loſes all its Force, For, 
nis Deſigi is to prove by it, that the Holineſs 
of Adam ws interior to that of Angels, and 
Sunnis, Nov, it is poſſible that a reaſonable Soul 
may bine Suject of the greateſt Holineſs, in 
Union with a Body, whoſe Original is Earth, 
ard which is not yet ſpiritualized. I am per- 
zaded, that the Holineſs of Chriſt was as 
great, When he ſtood crowned with Thorns, as 
it is, now he fits at the right Hand of God, and 
is crowncd with Glery, He was as holy when 
he bled, bowed, and died on the Croſs, as he 
is now in the immediate Preſence of the Divine 
Father. He is not more holy, now he is in 
Heaven, than he was, when he dwelt upon 
the Earth. The Purity of his Nature was 
then the very ſame. But, during that Time, 
his Body was not ſpir:tualized. It was then 
not ſpir itual, but natural. This Aſſertion re- 
flects no Diſhonour on the Bleſſed Jeſus. God 
forbid, that I ſhould ever affirm any Thing, 
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that 1s diſhonourable to him, who is, on all 
Accounts, molt worthy of the higheſt Praites 
from Angels, and the Church, for evermore. 
This Subject is of great Importance, and de- 
mands our diligent Conſideration. It ſeems to 
me, that Mr. Jol, mſn hath been too ſuperficial 
in TY Inquiry into it, which occaſioned his 
Miſtake upon it. The Scope of the Apoitle, 
in the Place referred unto, is to prove two 
Things, vis, that there is a natural, and a ſpi- 
ritual Body, contained in this Propoſition : 
There is : natural Bo, 'y, and there is a ſpiritual 
Body. The Proof of the former is a Divine 
8 And ſo it is ritten, The firſt Man 
Adam was made a living Soul. The curious 
Machine of the Body of Man | being formed out 
of the Earth, the great Creator endowed | it with 
Life and Activity. He breatied into his Nejtrils 
the Breath cf Life; and the Man became a living 
Soul. The Body of Adam, thus formed, and 
animated with Life, was natural, As it was 
of the Earth, ſo its Life was to be maintained 
by the Fruits of the Earth, The Proof of the 
latter, is the Apoſtle's own Aſſertion concerning 
Chriſt, under infallible Direction: The la 4 Adain 
WAS wats a quickening Spirit. This is to be 
underſtood of the Body of our Bleſſed Lord; 

for if it is not, it can he's no Proof, that there is 
a ſpiritual Body, Beſides, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
ot the Body of the firſt Adam, in the former 
Phraſe, it 1s reaſonable to think, that in this, 
he ſpeaks of the Body of the la ſt Adam, The 
Body of the one, and the Body of the other, 


S 
64 4 ws 


Noted and Recti fed. 21 


are the Subjects of his Diſcourſe. To prevent 
a Miſtake, in Relation to Chriſt's Body, or leſt 
it ſhouid be thought, that his Body was not 
natural, but ſpirituel, in its Production, he 
ſubjoins unto this Al: h i: Howbetrt, that was 
not fin, which 1s ſpiritual, but that which is na- 
tural; and afterwards, that which is ſprritual. 
And, chr ad, the Body of our Saviour was 
firſt natural, as ours is, and afterwards it was 
made /#;ri7ual, as ours ſhall alſo be. And th 
Subject on which the Apoſtle diſcourſes, de- 
termines, When the Body of Chriſt was made 
ſpiritual ; that is, the Reſurrection, and, con— 
 lequently, Chriſt's Body, before his Reſur- 
rection, was not ſpiritual, but natural, Its 
Production, indeed, was ſupernatural; but 
notwithſtanding that, as to its Nature, it was 
the fame with ours, though abſolutely free from 
that z// Temperament, and thoſe corrupt Qua- 
lities, whereof our Bodies are now the Subjects. 
In order to prove the Propriety of this great 
Change in the Body of Chriſt, the Apoſtle 
proceeds to obſerve the vaſt Difference between 
him, and the firſt Man, in Dignity. re we fir ff 
Man is 5f the Rarth, earthy: The fec 5nd Man ts 
the Lo, 4 from Heaven. Our Saviour Pete 8 
truly Toile: 4 who took our Nature into Uni- 
on with himſelf, it was fit, when he had fi- 
niſhed that Work therein, which he under- 
took, that his Body ſhould paſs under this g. 
Sing Change in it Reſurrection, that ſo it 
might be Cay able of enjoying, in Union with 
his Soul, that State of Glury, to which, as 

Man, 
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Man, he was ordained, and unto which his 
perſonal Union with the Son of God gave him 
a proper Right. According to that Scope, 
waich the Apoſtle hath in View, vis. the 
Glory of the Members of Chriſt, as well as his 
perſonal Glory, upon his Reſurrection from the 
Dead, he farther obſerves, that: As is the 
earthy, ſuch are tf CV 40% tbat are earthy ; and 
as 1s the Heavenly, fuch are they alfo that are hea- 
venly. As we have natural, mortal, and cor- 
ruptible Bodies, from the firſt Man, who was 
of the Earth, earthy ; ſo we ſhall have ſpir:- 
aua, immortal, and incorruptible, or Heavenly 

Bodies, from Chriſt, who is heavenly, and a 
QuICkentng Spirit. And therefore, as ww have 
borne the Imaze of the earthy, wwe ſhall alſo bear 
the Image of the heavenly. As our Bodies are 
iike the Body of the firſt Man, in Death, and 
the Grave, by reaſon of our being Members of 
him; fo our Bodies ſhall be like to the glori— 
fied Body of Chriſt, becauſe of our Union with 
him, as a living Head, when they are raiſed 
from the Dead. 

No Countenance is given, in any Part of 
the Apoſtle's Reaſoning on this important 
Su! bject, unto this Imagination, that Adam was 
earthy, 10 Reſpect to his Mind, as well as his 
Body. That Part of him, only, was eartby, 
zoh1ch was of the Earth. And that was not his 
intellectual Part, but his Body. And, there- 
fore, it is a great Miſtake in Mr. Johnſon to 
think, that the firſt Man is called earthy, in 
Relation to his Nature, as it conſiſted of Body 

and 
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and Mind. . that E pitlict t reſpects him only 
5 the Bod * N. 18 it Juſt, 
and agreoc cable to 1 "ruth; to CONCEIVE, that a 
reaſonable Soul, in Union. with a natural Body 
is incapab:e of poſſeſſing Holineſs, in ti 

eſt Degree. Chriſt was as holy, while 


dy was K as he is, now lis Body is Ga 


J 


* 


in his inferior Pa 


1 


co A ei the Holinefs of th. | 
in Creation, It we frectate Our CLIP 
ritv, it muſt be at the | D 

dom, Goodneſs, and ems; and, the: 


rifual. Low Tho ughts are not to be adm! ited 


4 


e refore, 
we ought to be moſt careful, that we advance, 
or ſug Set nothing, Which hath the leaſt Fen- 
dency to leſten our primitive Pe rleckion n. Lhoſe 


who are much acquainted wit: | Theologica! 
Debates on the Subject, well know by What 
Sort of Men this is done, to the Diſhonour of 
their Creator. Let not us give any Advantage 
unto their t eẽͤͤ Aboninations herein. Eut, 
on the contrary, let us maintain, ind 1 
the Perfection and Glory of our Nature, in its 
Original State. 


freely grant, that there are various conſi- 
derable Differences between that holy Prin- 
ciple, which was concreated with 
connatural to him, aii1 | 1 
nels, which is implanted iu the Souls of God's 
ed from God, as Cres 


Elect. That was deri = 


» 
tor: This ſprings from bim, as the God of all 


i 
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Grace. That was the Eff 
volence to him, as a e 
of ſpecial and peculiar Favour, and is by NO 
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means due. It was not an Act of the /e en 
Will of God to create {dam holv, the infinite 
Holineſs of his own Nature made it neceſſary 
to him, and he could not do otherwile. But 
to communicate olinets to an apoſtate Crea- 
ture, it is free to the 5570 vine W. il, to reſolve 
upon it, or not, jult : lecms good to the 
Lord. For, no n 10 Perfeck 'n requires, or 
makes it neceſſary. That, as to its Conſerva- 
ion, depended on the free Will of Alam, 
without a determining Innuence upon it by 
God, in a Way of peculiar Favour. This, in 
Reſpect to its Pretervation, is 3 depen—- 
dent on i continual and gracious Influx fon 
Goa, in the Character of tho Gad Fall Grace. 
nd, therefore, it is impoſſible, that it ſhould 
be my as our origina | Holineſs was. That 
my P FINCIP! e rendered Adam c capable of living 
ato God, _ Sic ing Communion with him, 
agreeably to the Nature of the Covenant of 
Works, ee which he was. This gracious 
Principle fits us for living unto God; and 
enjoying Communion with him, on the 
Plan of the Covenant of Grace, wherein 
all the Divine Perfections have their brighteſt 
Diſplav. And, therefore, it is a Life more 
noble and fall ie in its Nature, than that which 
aan poſſeſſed 1 in his State of Creation. Theſe 
Differences may all be granted, without de— 
grading, in the leaſt, our original Purity. 


III. Mr. "75/02 is of Opinion, that Grace 
in the Hearts of the Saints is not a new Crea- 
ture. 
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ture. Upon this Subject, he writes in a very 
mnaccurate, confuſed, and inconſiſlent Manner. 
Speaking of Grace in the Heart, he ſays: 17 
the Principle wrought, did ſubjiſt in the Man's 
feif, without immediate Communication from God, 
it ould be the " oper Work of the Man to actu- 
ate that Principle.* Since he calls Grace a 
Principle, one : would imagine, that he thinks, 
that it is an inherent Spring of Action in the 
Saints; but he does not. For he affirms, that 
the 5 iritual Gr, ace, 0r Life of Faith, which the 
Saints enjoy, is not inberent iu thomſe! des. f 
Hath this Principle then no Subject, in which 
it inheres? Or is it in God? Or in Chriſt? In 
one Place, he expreſſes himſelf in ſuch an un- 
guarded Way, as might induce his Reader to 
conceive, that he hath ſuch an Apprehenſion, 
ſtrange as it is. His Words are tneie : Nor can 
this tranſcendent, glorious Grace come within the 
Compaſs of a Duty. But is, from firſt to laſt, al- 
together perjeet, infinite, eternal, unchangeable, 
beavenly, and divine, . This unaccountable Al- 
ſertion needs no Comment, to prove, that he 
means Grace, which 1s cormmaniceted to us, 
and not Divine Love, from which it flows: 
For, none imagine Love in God to be the 
Creature's Duty. The Origin from which that 
Grace ſprings, which the Elect of God re- 
ceive, is indeed infinite, eternal, 3 un- 
changeable; but it is impoſſible, that, that 
Grace, which is received by them, ſhould be 

E. ſo. 
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ſo. I think it is clear, that Mr. Johnſon un- 
derſtands by Principle, in this Place, and by 
Grace in the other, the ſelf-ſame Thing. Now, 
that no infinite, eternal Principle can be inhe- 
rent in us, it is moſt certain; and, therefore, 
his Words are ſuthcient to tempt one to ima— 
gine, that he conceives, that this Principle is 
not in us, though received by us, but in God 
himſelf. If it is not, it can't be infinite, eter- 
nal, and unchangeable, in its Nature ; for no- 
thing out of God can poſtibly be ſo. We are 
capable of perceiving which is infinite, &c. but 
it is zmpoſſible, even to Almighty Power, to 
work that in us, which is 7nfinite. | 
Though he ſpeaks of Grace in the Soul, as 
a Principle, yet he does not allow it to be ſuch ; 
but calls it imaginary. His Words are theſe : 
For that imaginary Principle itſelf, muſt be a 
diſtinet Creature. And I know, this is the Way 
tbat ſome Perſons ſpeak, of a new Creature in 
the Man : Injlead of ſpeaking in the Scripture 
Stile : If any Man be in Chriſt, he is a new 
Creature. But if this imaginary Creature be not 
perfect, it is not the Work of God; and if it be 
perfect, the Man muſt have Perfection in him- 
felf, and can neither ſeek, draw, nor receive 
Grace from Chrift : For, that which is perfect, 
is full; and that which is full can hold no more.* 
Why does he firſt ſpeak of Grace, as a Prin- 
ciple, and afterwards pronounce it 7maginary ? 
I cannot reconcile theſe Things, This graci- 
ous 
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cus Principle is indeed diſtinct, though not /-- 
parate from the Mind, in which it is. Ir is 
not the Soul itſelf; but it is Spirit, or a ſpi- 
ritual Nature, in the Soul, which is born of the 
Spirit, It is not the human Mind itſelf, that 
is born of the Spirit; but a vital and heavenly 
Principle, or Spring of holy Operation, in the 
Mind, from which all ſpiritual Acts ariſe. 
T hat which is born of the Spirit, was not be- 
fore its Birth. The Soul, wherein the new 
Birth is, was before that Birth, and, therefore, 
that Birth cannot be the Production of the Soul 
itſelf; but it muſt be the Production of ſome- 
thing in the Soul, which was not in it before. 
And the ſame holds true, in Relation to this 
Work, as it is a new Creation. That which is 
created, was not before that Creation of it; the 
Soul was before this new Creation, and, conle- 
quently, it cannot be the Production of the 
Soul; but it muſt be the Production of ſome- 
thing in the Soul, which was not in it, before 
that creating Act took place; and, that ſome- 
thing is the new Man, or new Creature, Our 
being the Subjects of this new Creation, gives 
us the Denomination of new Creatures, W hich 
Denomination, by no means ſuppoſes, that our 
Minds are produced in this Creation, for they 
were before; but ſomething is produced in our 
Minds, by this new Creation, which was not 
in us until that Time. And this bleſſed Work 
is perfect in its Nature, No Defect attends it, 
in its Kind; though, it is not, in its Degrees, 
what it will be, when it is ripened into Glory. 

E 2 We 
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We are the Subjects of this Divine Work of 
Regeneration, and ere Creation, and, there- 
fore, we are very properly ſaid to be born again, 


and to be the 7 orkmanſhip of God, created in 
Christ Jeſies unto good Works. But, that which 
is produced in this zewo Birth, and new Crea- 
tion, is not our Mind; but a holy, ſpiritual 
Habit, or Principle, from which alt Acts of a 
ſpiritual Nature take their Riſe. The Fleſh, 
which is its contrary, is inherent in us, and 
this alſo is an inherent 1 Principle in us. And, 
as they are oppoſite in Nature, ſo there is a 
Conteſt between them, and their Oppoſition is 
mutual. A Believer hath that in him, which 
is perfect in 2s Nature, but not in its Degrees. 
And, therefore, it can't be ſaid, that he hath 
Poriodtion in himſelf, becauſe Perfection not 
only impl. es, that Which is perfect in its Na- 
ture; but Alſo its full Proportion, and a Free- 
dom from that which 1s contrary to that good 
and holy Principle. And, conſequently, A 
Saint may derive Grace from Chriſt, to increaſe 
the Vigor of that gracious J "rinciple, which 15 
in him. Luft in the Heart is equally evil at all 
Times, whether its Acts are more, or leſs vi— 
gorous: And ſo Grace, or the ſpiritual Prin- 
ciple, is at all Times ena holy; but its Act- 
ings, as to Strength and Vigor, are variable. 
Sometimes more, and ſomitin nes les intenſe. 
Surely, an Addition may be made to that, 
which is not perfect in its Degrees, though it is 
in its Nature. And Grace in the Saints, tho' 
it is perfect in the latter Senſe, it is not in the 


former. 
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former. I confeſs, that I am aſhamed to dwell 
thus on a Matter, that is ſo plain, and eaty to 
be underſtood. I will, therefore, proceed to 
conſider another Miſtake of the Author's, 
which is this: 


IV. That Faith, though it hath Activity, it 
is not an Act. He ſays, I know Faith is an 
active Principle. Aye, does he know, tiat 
Faith is a Principle? Why then does he deny, 
that it is inherent in the Saints? If it is a Prin- 
ciple, it muſt be in ſome Subject, or elſe it ſub- 
ſiſts of itſelf. If it inheres not in ſome Subject, 
it is itſelf a Subſtance, and in itſelf hath proper 
Exiſtence. And if it is itſelf a Subttance, and 
hath proper Exiſtence diſtinct from the Saint, as 
it mutt have, if it is not inherent in kita > 
Then it 1s not the Saint who believes ; but this 
Subſtance, which is diſtin&t from him, and is 
not inherent in him. This is ay ftrange! 
and is abſolutely beyond the Power of my Un- 
derſtanding, to reconcile with Truth, Senſe, 

and Mr. Johnſon himſelf. T am very ſenſible, 
adds he, there is (are) what may be called Afts 
of Faith. + But he does not allow thoſe Acts 
to be properly our Acts. The Soul aſcends to- 
wards Chri/t, not as its own proper Ad, ſays he. 
Believing in, cleaving to, embracing, * reſiſi- 
ing (relying) upon Chrif for Life and Salva- 
tion, are not Acts of the Perſon in a proper 
Senſe, 4 He is very voluble, and hath a great 

Flow 
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Flow of Words, where his Ideas are not many, 
It is not, therefore, neceſſary to quote at large, 
what he expreſſes. His whole Meaning may 
be underſtood without it. What can Faith be? 
It is not an inherent Principle, nor properly 
the Act of the Saint, as Mr. Fobnſc 2 thinks. 
What then can it be? Is it ſomething which 
hath a diſtinct Subſiſtence from a Perſon, in 
Wi om it is? And are its Acts proper to itſelt, 
in Diſtinction from him? So one would ima— 
cine, he thinks ; but that he ſpeaks of the 
Soul's aſcenaing to Chriſt, &. According to 
that Account, which this Writer gives of 
Faith, to the beſt of my Apprehenſion, it is a 
mere Nullity. Or, if it is any Thing, it is 
ſomething in a Perſon, which hath Subſiſtence 
of itſelf, diſtinct from him, in whom it is, and 
none of its Acts are the Acts of the Perſon; 
but of this ſcmerbing, which is ſuppoſed to be 
in him, and yet is diſtinct from him, in itſelf, 
and in whatever it acts. So that, in Conſe- 
quence of Faith being wrought in a Man, he 
does not himſelf think holilv, nor will ſpirt- 
tually; but this /zmething in him, (it, in Fact, 
it is any Thing) which Mr. 7c: bref 1 18 pleaſed 
to call Faith. 

That excellent Grace, in my humble Opi- 

n, is not iiftinouiſhale from other Graces, 
except in its Ackings. It ſeems to me, that 
ſpititual Acts of every Kind, ſpring from one 
common ſpiritual Principle of Operation in the 
Soul, which is called the new Man, a new 
Heart, Spirit, the inner Man, and the Mind. 

Certain 
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Certain it is, that ſpiritual Acts are various; 
but, unleſs I am greatly miſtaken, they all pro- 
ceed from one Principle, which is Hirit, as it 
is born of the Spirit. I hus, Faith is Thought 
of its Object, Who is Chriſt, with Truſt in 
him, or Dependence on him, for Life, and 
Salvation, under a Conviction of our Miſery, 
and Helpleſneſs, in ourſelves. Hope is a Per- 


T 
4 


ception of the Excellency of ſpiritual Bleſfings, 
with an humble Expectation of receiving 


them. Love is Thouzht, with Approbation, 
and Liking of its Object. Repentance is 
Thought, With Contrition, Humiliation for, 
and a Diſlike of Sin. Fear is Thought, with 
Reverence of the Object, unto w hic! KReſpect 
is had. Thoſe different Acts ſpring from the 
ſelf-iame Principle in the Soul, and not from 
ſo many diſtinct Graces. Now, if it is true, 
that Faith, Hope, Love, Repentance, and Fear, 
are only diſtinguiſhable, as Acts, and not in 
their Principle, or Root; then it will follow, 
that there is no ſuch Thing, as Faith, or Hope, 


1 * 


or Love, or Repentance, or Fear, if they are 
not properiy Acts. For, if they are not * per- 
ly Acts, they are not properly diſtinguiſhable; 

becauſe, as Acts only, they are di ſtinét, their 
Principle being the fame. If Th dughit, and 
Volition, are not properly mental Acts, it can't 
be ſaid, that a reaſonable Soul ever acts at all: 
Or, properly ſpeaking, when we think, will, 
and nil, we are not active, but inactive, if 
Thinking, Willing, and Nilling, are not Acts. 
If they are Acts, they muſt be the Acts of that 


which 
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which thinks, wills, and nills; for they can- 
not be the Acts of ſomething elſe, which is 
diſtinct and ſeparate from that, wherein are 
Thought, Volition, and Nilling. And, there- 
fore, if it is the gracious Principle | in a Believer, 
as dittindt f irom his Mind, which thinks holi— 
ly, and wills ſpiritually, thoſe holy Thoughts 
and ſpiritual Volitions are not his; but are pro- 
per to ſomething, which, though it is ſuppoſed 
to be in him, is really diſtinct from him. And 
what that can be, but a mew Soul, in whole 
Actings he hath no Concern, for my Part I am 
not able to deviſe. If holy Thoughts and Vo- 
litions are properly Actions, and the Actions of 
our Nt ds, as ſanctified by the Grace of God; 
chew in thinking, and willing, | in a holy Man- 
ner, in a proper Senſe, we act, or thoſe holy 
Thoughts, and Volitions are our proper Acts. 
Indeed, Actions differ, ſome are involun- 
ary, as the Action of our Lungs in breathing. 
The Motion of the Humours of our Bodies in 
Perſpiration, and the Motion of the Blood in 
Pulſation, or beating of the Pulſe, neither of 
Which is under the Direction of our Will, and, 
therefore, they are called involuntary Motions, 
or Actions. And, ſome Actions are under the 
Direction of our Will, as moving my Fingers 
to write. The Action of my Fingers, now I 
am writing, immediately follows an Act of my 
Will, to move them in ſuch a Manner, as is ne- 


ceſſary to form the different Letters, which 


compoſe the Words, whereby I expreſs my 
Meaning. And, my Mind as properly acts, in 


directing, 
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directing, as my Fingers move, or act in wri- 
ting. Thertlore, Fam aſloniſhed, that Mr. 
Jobnſon ſhould argue, from the involantary 
Motions in our animal Frame, that we are not 
properly active in Thought, and Volition : 
Which 1s what, 1 think, he muſt mean, if he 
hath any Meaning at all, When a Man be-- 
lieves, hopes, loves, repents, and MEETINGS 
God, he acts mentally, in as proper a Senſe, as 
he does corporeally, when he walks. Walk- 
ing is the Motion, or Action of his Body, and 
believing, hoping, loving, repenting, and re- 
verencing God, are the proper Acts of his 
N 
r. 7ebnſon, unleſs I miſtake him, confounds 
Ws and acting Faith.“ The former 18 
the Work of the Bletſed Spirit upon us. For, 
it is He who actuates, or ſtirs up that Grace in 
our Souls by a gracious Influence. The latter, 
vis. the Acting, or Exerciſe of the Grace of 
Faith, is proper to us. For, the Holy Spirit 
does not believe; but we ourſelves, by Vertue 
of his Aid. And the Diſtinction, and Diffe- 
rence of theſe two Things, is very eaſy to be 
conceived of. Mr. Johnſon, with as much Pro— 
priety and Truth, might tell me, that I do not 
properly think, when I really have holy Thoughts, 
as that Faith is not properly my Act, when I 
believe; becauic I am actuated in both, by the 
Spirit of God. He tells us, that he hath no 
Knowledge, how to go about acting Faith. 
| F Does 
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Does he know how to go about to think, or 
will? Acting Faith is no other than ſuitable 
Thoughts of Chriſt, and a hearty Choice ot 
him, as God's appointed Way of Salvation. 
But, perhaps, more than was neceſſary bath 
been ſaid on this Subject, I go on to conſider 


his next Miſtake, 


V. That Faith is not, nor can be a Duty. + 
However ſtrange this may ſeem, it is a juſt De- 
duction from the Premiſes above-mentioned. 
For, if Faith is not an Act, it cannot be a Du- 
ty. If it is an Act, it certainly is a Duty; ex- 
cept it is a Work of Supercrogation, which 
no Proteſtant thinks it to be. As it is a Prin- 
ciple, no Calvini/t aſſerts, that it is the Duty of 
Men to acquire it. For, they all maintain that 
it is infuſed by the Grace of God, and not ac- 
quired. And, therefore, Mr. Jchnjon argues 
very impertinently, in obſerving, that it is not 
the Duty of Men to beget, or produce, this 
holy Principle in themſelves. The Author, on 
whom he animadverts, pleads not for that. 
The Socinians, Arminians, and Baxterians alto, 
who are conſiſtent with themſelves, deny, that 
the Principle is infuſed in order to the Act. The 
late Dr. Watts, indeed, allowed of the Infuſion 
of the Principle, in order to the Act; which 
one Thing after overthrows that conditional 
Proviſion of Salvation, which he ſuppoſed is 
made for the Von-elect. Becauſe, if the Infu- 

ſion 
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ſion of the Principle is neceflary, in Order to 
the Act, none can believe before the Infuſion 
of the Principle. And, if God will not in- 
| tuſe that Principle into the Hearts of the Non- 
| elect, it is impoſſible that they ſhould believe. 
It he will, then they will certainly believe, and 
their Salvation cannot be conditional and un- 
certain; but it muſt be abſolute and certain. 
Though, it is not the Duty of Men to acquire 
the Habit of Faith, or to beget and produce 
that Principle in their Hearts, from which be- 
lieving Acts ſpring ; yet it is the Duty of thoſe 
to believe, or act Faith, in whom the Principle 
is infuſed. 


It is a falſe, and an wnaccountable Founda- 


tion, on which Mr. Johnſon argues, that Faith 
is not, nor can be a Duty, viz. That it is not 
an Act. If it is not an Act, it is not diſtin- 
guiſhable from Hope, Love, Repentance, or 
Reverence of God; for all theſe Graces reſolve 
themſclves into one and the ſame ſpiritual Prin- 
ciple: They differ not in their Root, though 
they differ as Acts. He calls Faith Exjoyment, * 
and concludes, that it is not properly an Act, 
becauſe it is Enjoyment. It is true, that when 
a Saint believes, he enjoys the Divine Preſence 
and Peace, Conſolation and Joy, in his Soul; 
but that is no Proof at all, that the Mind doth 


not properly act, in a fducial Application to 


Chriſt, as a Saviour, and in the Appropriation 
of his Benefits to itſelf in particular. But, 


F 2 ſurely, 
* P.ge 44. 


„r 7 


36 Some Miftakes of Mr. Johnſon's 


turely, enough is ſaid on this Matter. And, 


therefore, I proceed to conſider the next Po- 
ſition: 


VI. That Faith is not purchaſed by Chriſt.“ 
This is a Subject of the greateſt Importance. 
For, the Grace of God, the Deſign of Chriſt, 
in his Obedience and Death, and his Merit in 
both, are to be taken into Confideration. I 
hope, that I ſhall not advance any thing dero- 

gatory to the Honour of Free-Grace on one 
hand, nor extenuate the Merit of a dear Re- 
deemer on the other. Sometimes ſuch Phra- 
tes are uſed, relating to this Matter, as are not 
ſtrictly defenſible; as they may be underſtood. 
For Inſtance, it hath been faid, that Chrift pro- 
cured the Favour of God to Men. If the Satil- 
faction of Juſtice is intended in the Phraſe, it 
15 true; but if the good Will, and Love of 
God, is deſigned by it, it is a great Miſtake. 
For, the Death of Chriſt did not procure Di- 
vine Love; but is itſelf the Fruit thereof. God 
loved his People, and, therefore, he gave his 
Son to die for them. For which Reaſon, i 
would be better not to uſe ſuch Kind of Phra- 
ſes, They may poſſibly beget a miſtaken Idea 
in the Minds of ſome. I am ſenſible, that ſe- 
veral very worthy Perſons ſcruple to uſe the 
Terms, purchaſe, and purchaſed, concerning 
Grace, and Glory; but upon a mature Conſi— 
deration of this Point, I cannot but think, thar, 
without 
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without the leaſt Prejudice to the Free-Grace of 


God, they may be allowed of, And, unleſs 
Jam miſtaken, ſome who ſcruple the Uſe of 
thoſe Terms, do themſelves, in other Modes 
of ſpeaking, convey the very ſame Idea, as 
'thers, who uſe theſe Terms, mean by them. 
As when they ſay, that Grace and Glory arc 
communicated to us, through the Righteoul- 
neſs and Blood of Chriſt: Or, on the Foun- 
dation of his Obedience and Death: I am perſua- 
ded their Meaning is not, that the Righteout- 
neſs, and Sacrifice of Chriſt, are barely Means 
of Conveyance: But, that a legal Right to 
Grace and Glory 1s obtained tor us, by Chriſt 8 
Obedience and Death. Which, if they do, 
though they are not free to uſe the Terms, 5 
chaſe, and purchaſed, they mean that, which 


others do, who uſe them, on this Subject. 


And, therefore, it is not the Thought to which 
they object ; but the Words, whereby it is ex- 
preſſed. 

It may be, that ſome Perſons, of 7/5 Aces 
racy, have miſtaken Conceptions herein; and 
may think, that becauſe God choſe his People, 
as wnfallen, or in the pure Maſs, and 


gave 


Grace, and ſettled the Inheritance of eternal 


Glory upon them in Chriſt, as their Repreten- 
tative; that, therefore, all that Chriit did, was 
to remove an Incumbrance, brought by Sin, 


upon that Grant of Grace and Glory, in him, 


as a Head. As an Eſtate may be ſettled on a 
Man; but may afterwards be mortgaged, and, 
ther cfore, it cannot be enjoyed by him, before 

that 
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that Incumbrance is removed: So fome ſeem 
to think, that there was a Grant made unto the 
lect, of ipiritual and eternal Life; but an In— 
cambrance is brought upon that Grant by Sin, 
and that the Removal of that Incumbrance, ba 
the Whole of what our Saviour did, by his 
Obedience, and Death. 

This, in my Apprehenſion, is a great Miſ- 
take, and is built upon a falſe Hy fob beſſs vg. 
That God not only choſe his People i in the pure 
Bass, but allo made a Grant of Grace unto 
them, and ſettled the heavenly Inheritance up— 
on them in Chriſt, prior to, and without the 
Conſideration of the Fall, and their Ruin there- 
by ; which ought not by any means to be ſup- 
poſed, For two Reaſons, one is, if ſuch a 
Suppofition is true, then Gad altered his Pur- 
pole. He firit willed, that the Elect ſhould 
enjoy Grace and Glory without the Pall, and 
after Mer determined to permit the Fall, and 
their Ruin by it. The other is, hat Grace 
and that Glory, which the Elect receive from 
God, neceſſarily ſuppoſe the Entrance, or In- 
tervention of Sin; for, neither Grace, nor 
Glory, could be of f that Kind, which they are, 
without Sin took place, This, I think, is 
moſt clear, and, conſequently, the Grant of 
that Grace, and that Glory, could not be prior 
to, or without the Conſideration of the Fall, 
If this is the true State of the Matter, as, in my 
humbie e Opinion, it is; then the Ele& were 
not inveſted with a Right to evangelical Grace, 
and eternal C, conlidered as wnfallen ; but as 
in- 
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involved in Miſery and Ruin by the Fall. Not that 
Sin is any Cauſe of that Grace, and that Babes ry; 
but it is the Occaſion of Divine Gongdnet: 1 
playing itſelf, in conferring Grace and C Glory ot 
that Kind upon the Elect, which are, in a way 
of ſovereign Favour, communicated to them. 
The Fall, ee did not bring an Incam 
brance on that Grant of Grace unto the Elect, 
and that Settlement of the heavenly Inherit 
upon them in Chriſt; for it was pre-ſur 


106Doted 

in that Grant, and Settlement. Perhaps, this 

Point may be more eaſily conceived of, by con 

ſidering the Covenant of Grace, wherein that 

Grant, and that Settlement, were mede. | 

will, therefore, briefly ſtate it, fo far as I appre- 

hend it may ſerve to ſet this Affair in à lain 
and eaſy Light. 

In that Covenant God the Father . 

ſed Grace and Glory to Chriſt, for the Elec 


ECT > 


or unto them, in him, on Condition of Bis >" 
ing and ſuffering, what he, in the Time ap- 
pointed, did do, and ſuffer. 

2. Chriſt, on his Part, in this federal Tran 
action, agreed and conſented, to do and ſuffer 
all that the Father required of him to do and 
ſuffer, in order to the Salvation of the Elect. 
Therefore, 

This Covenant, though, as it reſpects th 
Ele, it is abſolute and inconditional, yet, as 
it reſpects Chriſt, their Surety therein, it is 
* conditional, and not abſolute. 

. Chriſt's e e of the Conditions 
1 of him, brings an Obligation on 
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Father to fulfill all thoſe Promiſes, which he 
made to him upon thoſe Conditions: Or, Right 
to a Participation of all the Benefits promited, 
reſpecting Chriſt, himſelf, as Head, and the 
Elect, as his Members, whom he repreſented, 
ariſes from his Performance of thoſe Conditions. 
This Right, as to us, 1s wholly free, and un- 
acquired; but, as it reſpects Chriſt, our Sure- 
ty, it is Matter of Debt, and it was proper /y 
acquired by him. I add, 

5. The Sufferings and Death of our Saviour 
properly merit, and juſtly deſerve our Pardon, 
and Impunity. And his Obedience to the 81 5 
for us, delerves all that Grace, which we re- 
ccive in this World, and all that Glory, which 
we ſhall enjoy in the next. So that the Re- 
miſſion of our Sins, on the Foundation of 
Chriſt's Atonement, is an Act of Juſtice, as 
well as an Act of infinite Mercy and Grace. 
And thus alſo, the Communication of Grace, 
and eternal Glory, to the Elect, on the Ground 
of the Imputation of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs to 
them, is an Act of Juſtice, For, it is impot- 
ſible, that greater Glory ſhould be enjoyed by 
them, than that infinitely valuable Righteouf— 
neſs properly merits, or deſerves. A pecuniary 
Price was not indeed paid for our Redemption, 
and Happineſs ; but a valuable Conſideration, 
both for our Pardon, and eternal Felicity, was 
given into the Hand of God, in the Characters 
of a Law-giver and Judge, by our Bleſſed Lord. 
And, therefore, thereby he acquired for us a 
Right unto both, His everlaſting Righteouſ- 
nels 
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neſs gives us a legal Title to everlaſting Life: 
As his Death gives us a Claim, on the Foot of 
Right, unto a Freedom from Condemnation, 
and eternal Death. Our perpetual Juſtification, 
by his Obedience, is that Foundation, where- 
on our endleſs Bliſs ſecurely reſts, Some ſeem 
to think, that when the Saints are in Heaven, 
they will be juſtified in the Sight of God, by 
their own inherent Perfection, and finleſs Obe- 
dience to tne Divine Will. This, I think, is 
a Miſtake ; it ſuppoſes, that the Righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt will not always be the Matter of our 
Juſtification before God]; but that our perfectly 
holy Diſpoſitions, and Acts, in the heavenly 
State, will then be the Matter of our juſtifica- 
tion before him. Thus, I think, it will not 
be. But that, as we ſhall come to Heaven, by 
Virtue of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs imputed to us; 
ſo we ſhall for ever enjoy that happy State, on 
the Foundation of the Imputation of that 
Righteouſneſs to us. Grace will reign through 
this Righteouſneſs unto eternal Life. 

Now, when I conſider theſe Things, I am 
not able to diſcover any Inconvenience in the 
Uſe of the Terms, purchaſe, and purchaſed, 
concerning Grace, and Glory. If I underſtand 
their Import, as uſed on this Subject, it is only 
this : That Chriſt, by his Obedience and Death, 
obtained for us, a Right to Pardon, and a legal 
Title unto the Participation of Gries here, and 
eternal Glory hereafter. Not that what he did, 
and ſuffered, cauſed a Will in God to pardon 
us, and to beſtow Grace and Glory upon us, 

G The 
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The Thought, however, 1s true, and, I think, 
the Terms are not iy exceptionable. The 
Thing itſelf 1 ſhall always contend for, as a 
moſt important Truth. And I know, that it 
detracts not at all from the Free Grace of God. 
For, that is gitely free to us, which coſt our 
Lord mo? dear. As to the Uſe, or Diſuſe of 


. 


the Terms, let others enjoy their Liberty, as 
they approve, or diſapprove of them. Let but 
the Thing be maintained, that we have a egal 
Right to Grace and Glory, acquired for us, by 
what Chriſt did and ſuffered, I ſhall be con- 
tent. 

Mr. Johnſon's Reaſon againſt it is of no 
Weight, viz. Whatever is obtained by Purchaſe, 
is frocurcd by the Purchaſer from ſome Hand 
dijtin&t from bimſelf: But Faith proceeds from 
Chriſt, as its native Original * Faith, on this 
Subject, is put for the whole Grace of Regene- 
ration, or the regenerate Principle. It is true, 
that, that Principle is derived from Chriſt, as a 
Head of Life, and Influence: Which, I ſup- 
pole, is what Mr. Johnſon means. It is alſo 
true, that it was the Pleaſure of the Divine Fa- 
ther, that all Fulneſs of Grace and Glory ſhould 
dwell in Chriſt, in order to be communicated, 
by him, to the Elect, who are his Members. 
And it is equally true, that neither Grace, 
nor Glory, were to be conveyed unto the Elect 
by Chriſt, unleſs he made Reconciliation for 
Iniquity, and brought in everlaſting Righteouſneſs. 


Theſe 


Not ed and Rec? ified. 
Theſe were the Conditions required of him, in 
order unto the Communication of that Giace, 
and that Glory, waich were depoſited in his 
Hand : And except he made his Soul an Offering 
for Sin, he was not to ſee. his Seed Participants 
of, either Grace, or Glory. His Rrght to be- 
flow. and the Rig hi of he Elect to receive ſpi- 
ritual Bleſſings from him, did not ariſe merely 
from the Grant of thoſe Bleſſings to him for 
them; but from his Performance of thoſe Con - 
ditions, on which that Grant was made. This 
Right, therefore, was his Acqui/izion. And 
that 1s all, I think, which is intended by the 
Terms, purchaſe, and purchaſed, when uſed 
concerning Grace and Glory. If any appre- 
hend, that they are capable of an / Conſtruc- 
tion, they are at Liberty, for me, to refrain 
from the Uſe of them. For my own Part, I 
confeſs, that I think they are not. This I 
ſhall Zrenuouſſy inſiſt upon, that Right to Grace 
and Glory was obtarned for the Elect, by the 
Obedience and Death of Chriſt. And, that 
no ſpiritual Blefling is, or ever will be, com- 
municated to them, otherwiſe than through | his 
Righteouſneſs and Blood: not as Means of Con- 
deyance, but as proper meritorious Cauſes. The 
whole Diſpenſation of Divine Grace, in the 


everlaſting Covenant, is an zrrefragable Prooſ 


thereof. For, all the Grace of that Covenant, 
as to its Communication, reſts upon, and is ſe- 
cured by Chriſt's Obedience, and Sacrifice, 
Nor, is the Freeneſs of the Grace of God, as 
the Origin of ſpiritual Bleſſings, in the ee e 
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miniſhed hereby. Becauſe, it was ſovereign 
Favour, which provided that Righteouſneſs, 
and that Sacrifice, by which our Right to Grace 
and Glory was obtained, and into which it 
muſt be reſolved. Thoſe who are much ac- 
quainted with the Controverſy, relating to the 
Extent of Chriſt's Death, well know, that 
Calviniſtical Writers have urged, with great 
Advantage, againſt the Univerſality of his 
Death, his purchaſing Faith thereby, for all 
thoſe, on whoſe Account he died. By which 
they mean, if I underftand them, Chriſt's ob- 
taining a Right to Faith, or the Grace of Re- 
generation, for all thoſe, on whoſe Account he 
ſhed his Blood, and, conſequently, he did not 
die for Men univerſally; becauſe ſome Men 
never believe. Whereas, all ſhall believe, for 
whom a Right to Faith was obtained by his 
Death. This Argument, in Favour of the 
limited Extent of Chriſt's Death, hath not yet 
been, nor ever will be anſwered, by any Ar- 
minian, or Baxterian. This is a Knot, which 
they cannot untie, therefore they cut it: And 
deny, that he purchaſed Faith, or obtained a 
Right to Faith, by what he did, and ſuffered. 
This Argument is ſolid, and J am determined 
never to give it up. Por, I am ſure, that it is 
agreeable unto, and 1s founded on, the whole 
Diſpenſation of the Grace of God in the Goſpel. 
And that it is, what gives unto Chriſt that 
Glory, which is his Due, as he is tbe Lord our 
Righteouſneſs, and the Author of eternal Re- 
demption. 


VII. Mr. 
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VII. Mr. Johnſon will not allow, that Mi- 
niſters are commiſſioned to preach the Law. 
Our Commiſſion, ſays he, is not to preach the 
Law, but the Gofpel.* By preaching the Law, 
or the Goſpel, I underſtand, treating of the 
Doctrines which belong to either. Now, if 
preaching the Law 1s not ſuppoſed, and inclu- 
ded in our Commiſſion, we have no Warrant 
to preach it. And if we do, we therein ex- 
ceed our Commiſſion. Can this be true? Sure- 
ly, it is not, ſince our Bleſſed Lord himſelf 
preached the Law. Is not his Sermon on the 
Mount principally, or at leaſt in great Part, an 
Explication of the Law? Does he not, therein, 
ſhew its Spirituality and Extent? Does he not 
vindicate it from the falſe Gloſſes, which the 
blind Jews put upon its Precepts? And doth he 
nat aſſert and maintain its Perpetuity ? And de- 
monſtrate the Equity and Juſtice of that Con- 
ſtitution? The Apoſtle Paul followed the Ex- 
ample ot his great Maſter herein. He largely 
treats of the Law, explains its Nature, aſſerts 
its Authority, as a Covenant, and proves, that 
all Men are in a miſerable Condition; becauſe 
they are juſtly obnoxious to the Curſe of it. 
Did he herein exceed his Commiſſion? And 
act a Part, for which he had no Warrant? Can 


this be thought, ſince he acted under infallible. 


Direction? Surely it may not be imagined. 
He preached the Law, as a Covenant to Sin- 
ners, 


* Page 259, 
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ners, in order to their Conviction ; he alſo 
preached it to Saints, as it is ſuch, that they 
might clearly ſee the Greatneſs of their Miſery 
in themſelves, and be excited to adore Divine 
Favour, which is manifeſted in their Salvation 
by Jeſus Chriſt. Again, he preached the Law, 
as a Rule of Conduct to Believers, and taught 
them, that they were not without Law to God, 
but under the Law to Chriſt. And, does he 
not, in all his Epiſtles, diſcourſe of the Various 
Duties, which are incumbent on the Saints, 
and exhort them to the Practice of thoſe Du- 
ties? I aſk Mr. Johnſon, if this was preaching 
the Law, or preaching the Goſpel ? He will 
ſcarcely ſay it was preaching the Goſpel, there- 
fore he muſt allow, that it was preaching the 
Law: Or ſay, that it was preaching neither 
Law, nor Goſpel ; but ſomething diſtin& from 
both, and he knows not what. This un/{l- 


ful Way of writing is not likely to be of any 


Service to Evangelical Truths; but highly pre- 
judicial, let it proceed from what Cauſe ſoever. 
Whether Error in Judgment, or Want of due 
Attention, and through Inadvertency. I am 
truly ſorry, that I have juſt Occaſion for ma- 
king ſo diſpleaſing a Remark. I have appre- 
hended, ever fince I entered upon miniſterial 
Service, that I ought to preach the Law, as 
well as the Goſpel, and ftill am firmly of the 
{ame Opinion. As I care not at all, by whom- 
ſoever I am accounted an Antimomian, for 
preaching the Free Grace of God, as the ſole 
and entire Cauſe of Salvation, without Works, 

as 
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as Conditions thereof : So I am wholly uncon- 
cerned, who may reckon me a Legalift, for 
preaching the Law unto an evangelical End, I 
know, that all preaching the Law is legal 
Preaching, materially coniidered ; but to preach 
it to Goſpel Ends, as Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, 
preached it, is not ga Preaching, in the 2// 
Senſe of that Term. 


VIII. One would think, that Mr. Johnſon's 
Opinion is, that Miniſters are not to admoniſh 
Sinners to leave their Sins, and amend their Lives. 


For he ſays: Admoniſhins Sinners to reform their 


Lives, to mend their Ways, to praiſe Virtue and 
Religion, &c. would not have the leaſt Tendency to 
convince, but to reduce them ; by cauſing them to 
imagine their Salvation depended (depends) on a 
moral Reformation.“ I acknowledge, that Mi- 
niſters ought by no means to neglect preaching 
the Goſpel, as he obſerves. I alſo grant, that 
in reproving Vice, and recommending Virtue, 
Se. due Care ſhould be taken, that no Coun- 
tenance be given unto theſe Imaginations, vis. 
that a ſupernatural Work on the Heart is not 
neceſſary, and that Men are to be ſaved by their 
own Acts of Obedience. And, it 1s much to 
be lamented, that many Preachers only act the 
Part of moral Philoſophers, and not that of 
Chriſtian Miniſters. They flatter Men with 
Hopes of. Happineſs, by becoming outwardly 
virtuous, though Luft reigns within. Which 
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is an open Contradiction to the holy Law of 
God, and the Goſpel of Chriſt alſo. But 
what though admoniſhing Sinners is done in a 
wrong Manner by ſome, it don't therefore fol- 
low, that it is wrong zu 7tſelf, and is not to be 
done at all, Elſewhere he allows, that Repen- 
tance, and a moral Reformation, are required of 
Men every where, and that they have ſufficient 
Encouragement thereunto.* Why, therefore, 
may they not be exhorted unto ſuch Repentance 
and Reformation? Perhaps he will ſay, they 
may and ought to be. Why then does he here 
expreſs himſelf in ſuch a Joſe, and unguarded 
Way ? Which, I think, is not to be reconciled 
therewith, And, it may be, that he will ſay 
alſo, that he 1s not againſt preaching the Law, 
though that is not his Commiſſion. Since he 
ſays, that our Work is to ſtrike at the Root: To 
open the Purity and Perfection, Extent and In- 
tent, Perpetuity and Severity of God's holy Law.F 
If that is not to preach the Law, I am yet to 
learn, what preaching the Law is. For my 
Part, I cannot reconcile theſe Things. It may 

be, Mr. Johnſon can. 
I cannot be perſuaded to think, as he does, 
that it is a very eaſy Thing for a carnal Man, to 
comply with Admonitions, and prattiſe Duties 
which are recommended to him. T My Opinion 
of the Corruption of human Nature, prevents 
my concurring with him in this Thought. I 
dare to affirm, notwithſtanding all the fre 
Things, 
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Things, which are ſpoken of our reaſonable 
Nature by many, that it is not a very eaſy 
Thing for Men to abſtain from Vice, and 
practiſe Virtue, by reaſon of the Impetuchty and 
Violence of thoſe raging Luſts, which are in the 
Hearts of us all, and every one. To whar 
Purpoſe is it, tor any one of us to diſſemble in 
this Caſe, ſince all our Hearts are oper to God, 
the Judge of all? I am (ure, that ſuch is the 
Force, Cunning, Diceit, and Treechery of Luſt 
in the Souls of Men univerſally, that were it 
not for thoie Reſtraints, which are laid upon it 
by God, in the wiſe and holy Diſpenſation of 
his Providence, there would be no Decorum, 
and Regularity, in the Earth. But the whole 
World would be a Hell of Confuſion, if Men 
were left unto the Conduct and Influence of 
their own Luſts without Reftraint, That Or- 
der which ſubſiſts amongſt us, is not owing to 
the Eaſineſs of abſtaining from Vice, and prac- 
tiſing Virtue ; but unto the wiſe Conſtitution, 
and Settlement of Things, in ſuch Manner, by 
the great Governor of all, that various Confi- 
derations neceſſarily preſent themſelves to the 
Minds of Men, which are a Check upon their 


furious Luſts, and exorbitant Paſſions, whereby 


they are prevented acting, in Inſtances innu- 
merable, what Luſt aims at, and prompts 
them unto. And this calls for Thanktulneſs, 
and Adoration, from us. For hereunto we 


owe our Peace, and Safety, through the whole 


Courle of our Lives. 


I agree with him, that the Corruption of 
H Nature, 
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Nature, and the Penalty due to Men on Ac- 
count thereof, ought to be repreſented to them. 
And the miſerable, helpleſs, and hopeleſs Con- 
dition of every Sinner, (J. e. in himſelf) ſhould 
be taught and inculcated. That all the natural 
Virtues, Sc. of a fallen Creature have Depra- 
vity, Imperfection, and Hypocriſy, Cc. in 
them, as he ſays, it is certain; and not only ſo, 
but farther, there is nothing of true Holineſs in 
thoſe Virtues. The Impoſſibility of Salvation 
to any Soul, any other Way than by the Son of 
God alone; in whoſe Righteouſneſs we are 
juſtified, and by whoſe Grace we are ſanctified, 
are Truths of the greateſt Moment, and ought 
to be much inſiſted on. Nothing inconſiſtent . 
therewith ſhould ever drop from the Lips of a 
Chriſtian Miniſter. But what are all theſe 
Things to the Point in hand ? Nothing at all, 
fo far as I can perceive. This is no other than 
telling me, that, as a Preacher, I ought to have 
a farther View, than promoting an external Re- 
formation in Men. I grant it; but it don't 
therefore follow, that I am not to aim at, and 
endeavour to promote that. In my Opinion, 
no Perſon is qualified to be a Chriſtian Miniſter, 
who knows not how to reprove Vice, and re- 
commend the Practice of Virtue to Men, with- 
out giving them Occaſion to think, that no 
more is neceſſary to Happineſs, than an out- 
ward Reformation, and that Salvation depends 
on, and 1s to be ſecured by their own Works. 
One who hath not ſuch Skill, may be a moral. 
Phils ofopher ; but a 7 7 he cannot be. 
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Nature, and the Penalty due to Men on Ac- 
count thereof, ought to be repreſented to them. 
And the miſerable, helpleſs, and hopeleſs Con- 
dition of every Sinner, (2. e. in himſelf) ſhould 
be taught and inculcated. That all the natural 
Virtues, &c. of a fallen Creature have Depra- 
vity, Imperfection, and Hypocriſy, Sc. in 
them, as he ſays, it is certain; and not only ſo, 
but farther, there is nothing of true Holineſs in 
thoſe Virtues. The Impoſſibility of Salvation 
to any Soul, any other Way than by the Son of 
God alone; in whoſe Righteouſneſs we are 
juſtified, and by whoſe Grace we are ſanctified, 
are Truths of the greateſt Moment, and ought 
to be much inſiſted on. Nothing inconſiſtent 
therewith ſhould ever drop from the Lips of a 
Chriſtian Miniſter. But what are all theſe 
Things to the Point in hand ? Nothing at all, 
| fo far as I can perceive» This is no other than 
telling me, that, as a Preacher, I ought to have 
a farther View, than promoting an external Re- 
formation in Men. I grant it; but it don't 
therefore follow, that I am not to aim at, and 
endeavour to promote that. In my Opinion, 
no Perſon is qualified to be a Chriſtian Miniſter, 
who knows not how to reprove Vice, and re- 
commend the Practice of Virtue to Men, with- 
out giving them Occaſion to think, that no 
more is neceſſary to Happineſs, than an out- 
ward Reformation, and that Salvation depends 
on, and is to be ſecured by their own Works. 
One who hath not ſuch Skill, may be a moral 
Philsſepher ; but a Chriſtian Divine he cannot be. 
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